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IN THE CLAFVfS. 

Cancel without prejudice Claims 16, 17 and 18. 

1 1-8. (Cancelled) 

1 9. (Currently Amended) An agglutination immunoassay method of quantifying a 

2 predetermined antigen in a sample of whole blood, comprising the steps of: 
providing a sample of the whole blood: 

adding a hemolysin reagent and a latex reagent comori^ina nf ir^ ..^^^^^^ u..,, 
cmi^. onto ^hi.h .ntihndiff P ^ rmc Uy mrtm^ with the nr.^.t^{ ».. 

ofwhole Mood hav. been immohtliTed directly to the sample of the whole blood without any 

7 pre-treatment of the whole blood; 

8 hemolysing the whole blood sample with the hemolysis reagent to hemolyse the 

9 blood corpuscles; 

rnnm nc r h o hon. u l^ ..cl ^v] ^ oh bla u d Mii i.p l t iu fonmng «v nccl u tinotio n ro a ol i u H 

1 1 «e-fem» a reaction fm^ groto wherein a predetennined antigen in the hemolysed whole 

12 blood sample specifically reacts with an^mtib^ the.iDjibodies immobilized onto a» the 

13 insoluble e^m^ latex carrier.'^ ; 

14 irradiating the reaction products in the sample with radiation which Mida 

15 ineUidcs a wavelength aothiaj range of 700 nm to 1000 nm which is substantially free from 

1 6 absorption by both hemoglobin and the hemolysis reagent; and 

17 measuring, only in a flie wavelength range which is substantially free from 

18 absorption by both hemoglobin and the hemolysis reagent, an absorbance of the incident 

19 radiation through the reaction mixture to detennine the quantity of antigens in the sample. 
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10. (Canoellcsd) 



2 



1 1 . (Currently Amended) The immunoassay method of Claim ^ 9. wherein the step 
of hemolysins k performed with a saponin aqueous solution a. the hemnlvC. ..^ ^..^ 



3 
4 



1 12. (Cancelled) 

1 13. (Cuixently Amended) An agglutination immunoassay method of quantifying a 

2 predetermined antigen in a sample ofwhole blood, comprising the steps of: 
providing 9 sample of the whole blood; 

adding a hemolysis reagent and a latex reagent, including in^lnhi. -..^ 

' "»to which antihodi^s spmfir.llv reactin. with .1,. ^ ....^.^^^.^ ..^j^,^ ■ , , j „ 

^ ^hole blood havt. been immobilized directly to the sample of the whole blood without any pre- 

7 treatment of the whole blood; 

8 hemolysins the whole blood sample with the hemolysis reagent to bemolyse the 

9 blood corpuscles; 

10 reacting the hemolysed whole blood sample in an agglutination reaction to form 

1 1 an agglutination reaction product wherein a predetermined antigen in the hemolysed whole Wood 

12 sample specifically reacts with a,v^«t*edy the antibodies immobilized onto m the insoluble 

13 ewrief latex oairiers ; 

14 irradiating the agglutination reaction product in the hemolysed whole blood 

15 sample with radiation which includes a wavelength within a range of 7nftnn, t» .o( |o^^ 

1 6 is ^uhstantially free from absorption by both hemoglobin and the hemolysis reagent; and 
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•7 measuring, only ^ adMlJie wavelength range whteb4*W&e«-eb.«^ 

^"'^ ' °f 700 nn, inn. ^^^^ 

1 9 incident r^iation with the agglutination reaction proto to determine the quantity of antigens in 

20 the sample. 

1 14. (Cumntly AnKnd«l) Tka agglwi^a™ Immunoassay method of Claim 13 

2 further including the step of detemuning C-^jyep^^in fCBf) con,p„„ea, in plasma 

3 in the hemolysed whole blood sample. 

1 15. (Currently Amended) The agglutination immunoassay method of Claim 13 

2 wherein the wavelength «age is approximately 9^ 800 nm for measuring. 

1 16-18. (Cancelled) 

1 19. (Cuitently Amended) A particle agglutination immunoassay method of 

2 quantifying a predetermined antigen in a sample of whole blood, comprising the steps of: 
providing a sample of the whole blood; 
adding a hemolysis reagent to the sample of whole blood; 

hemolysing blood corpuscles in the sample of whole blood to enable « subsequent 
6 immunoreaction; 

adding a latex reagent includin«> u..^ ^j^^ inttbndirT 

^ ^P^^^fi^Jy reacTinp with the predet.rminH anti^.n in tH. ,f ^hnl. M... u.^ 

9 immobilized, to the hemolysed whole blood; 

10 providing an agglutination reaction with the hemolysed whole blood sample to 

11 form an agglutination reaction product of particles whei^in a predetemiined antigen in the 
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12 hemolysed whole blood sample reacts with the antibodies immobilized on the insoluble carrier 

13 particle to provide the agglutination reaction product; 

14 irradiating the agglutination rescHon product in the hemolysed whole blood 

15 sample with radiation which includes a wavelength of approximately 800 nm which is 

1 6 substantially ttee free from absorption by both hemoglobin and the hemolysis reagent; and 

17 measuring, only with the wavelength of approximately 800 nm. a change in 

18 absorbance of the incident radiation by the agglutination reaction product to determine the 

1 9 quantity of antigens in the sample. 

1 20. (Previously Presented) The particle agglutination immunoassay method of Claim 

2 1 9 wherein the hemolysing reagent is saponin. 

1 21. (Currently Amended) The particle agglutination immunoassay method of Claim 

2 19 wherein the m en ru ring al o o d e tc rmi n n n TK P nrp lu uii iu vompu nmiH predetermined .nHp^ 
^ the C-reactive protcjn (CRP) composed in plasma in the hemolysed whole blood sample. 

1 22. (Cancelled) 

1 23. (Currently Amended) The immunoassay method of Claim 9 wherein the 

2 wavelength rongo io at approximately 800 nm. 
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24. (New) The agglutination immunoassay method of Claim 13 wherein the 



2 hemolysing reagent is saponin. 
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